
 

Message from the Superintendent 
and Bismarck School Board President 

 

Thank you to the students, staff, parents, and community members for your perseverance and patience over 
the past 5 months.  Together we collectively navigated a finish to the 2019-2020 school year, started summer 
school, and coordinated summer activities.  Now we must create the new normal and determine how we get 
students back into buildings, yet provide a flexible educational model that is safe and works for all students 
and their families.  

The 2020-2021 School Restart will be an evolving process as so many variables continue to change from day to 
day.  We will establish a quality and meaningful learning experience for our students, while also making sure 
we maintain a safe learning environment for our staff and students.  The promise is to continually improve our 
processes, procedures, and understandings, while adapting and innovating through changes that come daily. 

BPS will strive to return to in-person learning while providing a variety of options for parents.  The threats 
of this pandemic remain, and BPS will take all practical and enforceable steps to keep our schools from 
contributing to virus spread while ensuring our focus is on students, staff, and building safety.  We are 
working toward a free-flowing system with students and families having the ability to experience a 
face-to-face delivery model that could move to a hybrid and to online depending on COVID numbers. 
While at the same time offering a high quality online learning model for those families that want to 
remain in Distance Learning.  BPS continues to innovate our way to a free flowing system that allows 
movement in and out of these models as needed.  
 
This document presents our most current thinking.  It represents countless hours of research, discussion, and 
work from our dedicated and talented staff.  We also continue to solicit and review feedback from our 
parents, employees, and representatives of various community organizations and businesses. 

Seeing this plan, especially for the first time, may be overwhelming, create questions, cause concern, or bring 
comfort.  We know this plan in many ways is personal to each family and has impacts across this community. 
We ask for your patience and for you to remain open to what’s possible, as we consider all options in moving 
forward.  Flexibility will be key as we do our very best to educate our students through the 2020-2021 school 
year.  Together we can and will do this! 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Jason Hornbacher Mr. Karl Lembke 
Superintendent President 
Bismarck Public Schools Bismarck Public School Board 

 



 

  
 
 

2020-2021 School Restart Plan 
Approved by the Bismarck School Board:  7/30/2020 

 
 
 
 

 
The BPS Smart Restart Plan is subject to revision based on city, county, state, and national 
health, public education, government officials, and the BPS Board of Education. 
 
Last Modified:  8/12/2020 
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 BPS Recommendations 
 
Upon Bismarck Public School Board approval, these recommendations will be implemented holistically 

across all settings.  

 

1. Students may fully participate in High School Activities per NDHSAA Rules and Guidelines regardless of 

their instructional model. 

 

2. Bussing may be limited based on driver availability.  

 

3. Grading will be based on a student’s performance as related to Standards. 

 

4. Test Exemption based on in-person attendance is eliminated. 

 

5. Bismarck Public Schools in conjunction with Bismarck Burleigh Public Health requires the use of face 

masks when 6-foot social distancing cannot be maintained. Although masks are required, BPS will 

continue to work with Bismarck Burleigh Public Health to determine appropriate protocols for our 

various settings.  

 

6. Reporting to work or school sick or symptomatic is prohibited. 

 

7. Family First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) information related to leave is available through BPS 

Human Resources. 

 

8. Leave due to illness not covered by FFCRA will follow employment handbooks or negotiated agreements. 

Please contact BPS Human Resources for further information. 

 

9. Substitutes in classrooms is a first priority; BPS will work with Substitute Teachers to assign them to 

buildings to limit multiple building exposure. 

 

10. Bismarck Public Schools will start instruction on August 31st. August 26th, 27th, 28th will be used for a 

soft start and staff training.  

 

11. Together we can do this! 
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 Bismarck Public School Values and Commitments 

 
 
Excellence  

Ensure all learners receive an exemplary education that is academically challenging and meets their social and 

emotional needs. 

● Commitment - We will be intentional in building positive relationships with and among all members 

of our school community. 

Innovation  

Engage in forward-thinking to identify bold ideas that enable us to be responsible to the expectations of our 

organization and community while cultivating creativity, critical thinking, and resourcefulness. 

● Commitment - We will create an environment that promotes innovation through a culture of risk 

taking for all members of our school community. 

Inclusion  

Strengthen our community by valuing people for who they are, nurturing our diversity, and embracing the 

contributions of all students, families, and staff. 

● Commitment - We will listen to, learn from, advocate for, and celebrate all members of our school 

community. 

Leadership  

Grow all learners as reflective leaders with high levels of integrity who are inspired and inspire others to work, 

learn, and solve problems. 

● Commitment - We will be intentional in building the leadership knowledge, skills, and capacity of all 

members of our school community.  
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 BPS COVID Team 
District COVID Coordinator - Superintendent  

 

Building COVID Coordinator - Principal 

Building Administrators are identified as COVID-19 Coordinators who will be responsible for the health 

and safety preparedness and response planning. Coordinators, BPS District Nurse, or a Central Office 

Administrator will make themselves available to the NDDoH 24 hours a day/7 days a week to respond to 

phone calls from public health. This position will assist public health in identifying and notifying close 

contacts in the school setting. The coordinator will report cases of COVID-19, found in the school setting 

to District COVID Coordinator, health officials, and the State Superintendent’s office. 

 

District COVID Team - This team includes a wide stakeholder group including Bismarck Burleigh Public Health, 

BPS district administrators and department directors, the Bismarck Education Association, BPS building 

administration, teachers,  support staff, students, parents, and community partners.  

 

Dr. Jason Hornbacher, Superintendent Karl Lembke 
Brad Barnhardt, Assistant Superintendent Dr. Ben Johnson, Assistant Superintendent   
Stacey Geiger, Human Resources Darin Scherr, Business and Operations  
Brittany Upton, Curriculum/Professional Learning Danica Nelson, Special Education  
Misti Werle, Library Media Dr. Tanna Kincaid, Technology  
Kate Gartner, School Nurse Renae Walker, Community Relations 
Michelle Wagner, Health and Nutrition Becky LaBella, Safety  
Valerie Bakken, Early Childhood, BECEP Dave Zittleman, District Activities  
Sarah Jordan, Elementary Principal Renae Moch, Bismarck Burleigh Health 
Brooke Kopp, Elementary Educator Lee Ziegler, Secondary Principal 
Kari Leier, Support Staff Landen Schmeichel, Secondary Educator 
Jessica Wetsch, Elementary Parent Lori Furaus, Bismarck Education Association 
Trevor Ell, Custodial Tiffany Kroh, Secondary Parent 
Jason Mittlestadt, Facilities & Transportation Jason Schafer, Transportation 
Abby Booth, Student Dawn Brown, Admin. Asst. to the Superintendent 
Kiana Sayler, Student Sean Korsmo, Student  
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Decision Making Guidance 
North Dakota Color-Coded Health Guidance System 

The state of North Dakota will provide specific direction to North Dakota residents and businesses through a 

color-coded health guidance system. The guidance system includes five levels of risk: red, orange, yellow, 

green, and blue. Each level of guidance after red becomes progressively less restrictive.  Each level is guided by 

a rigorous measurement system, based on criteria such as number of cases reported, positivity rates, testing 

capacity, hospital capacity, occurrence of point-source outbreaks, level of community spread, vulnerable 

populations affected and ability to protect, the availability of personal protective equipment (PPE), etc. 

Red / Critical Risk is the area with the highest disease burden and level of significant and uncontrolled 

community transmission, multiple outbreaks resulting in increased deaths, surge capacity of hospitals are 

threatened, and there is lack of adequate PPE supplies available for healthcare workers. The most significant 

mitigation strategies are implemented at the Red / Critical Risk level.  

Orange / High Risk is the level of significant transmission and high risk for exposure due to widespread 

community spread of infections. There are significant mitigation strategies emphasizing “Stay Home. Stay 

Healthy. Stay Connected.” Only essential travel and essential critical infrastructure workforce, adherence to 

strict social distancing guidance, increased cleaning and disinfecting of bathrooms and high touch surfaces, 

and other recommended restrictions.  

Yellow / Moderate Risk is the level of heightened exposure risk and transmission is controlled in these areas. 

Cases are reported but contained by rapid testing and robust contact tracing. Moderate social distancing and 

precautions are needed. Increased cleaning on high touch surfaces and cleanings on shared spaces should be 

routine.  All vulnerable individuals should continue to self-isolate and avoid large groups in public places. 

Those who are sick will be asked to stay home and seek testing for COVID-19.  

Green / Low Risk for exposure or transmission, low case counts are reported, public health and private health 

care are ND Smart Restart able to safely diagnose, treat, and isolate COVID-19 cases and their contacts. Some 

physical distancing measures and limitations on gatherings will still be recommended to prevent transmission 

from accelerating again. For older adults (those over age 65), those with underlying health conditions, and 

other populations at heightened risk from COVID-19, continuing to limit time in the community will be 

important.  

Blue / New Normal is when most normal activity can resume, with standard precautions and awareness of 

health guidelines such as routine hand washing, stay home when sick, cover your cough, education, 
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stockpiling, planning, routine health alerts, etc.  This phase will occur when very low or no community spread 

of COVID-19 is recorded. Monitoring for illness and outbreaks will continue. Even under new normal 

conditions, those found to be ill will be asked to self-isolate and contacts will be asked to remain at home. 

Bismarck Public Schools Phased Approach 

Bismarck Public Schools will reference the North Dakota Color-Coded system to gauge a general 

understanding of North Dakota’s Risk Level based on color.  

Bismarck Public Schools will use the following system as a means to determine our Instructional Model. 

Level 1 – All Distance Learning (No Students in Schools) 

Level 2 – On-Line Blended Learning with Limited Face to Face (See Blended Mode of Instruction) 

Level 3 – Hybrid Instruction (See Hybrid Instruction) 

Level 4 – Face-to-Face Instruction with Restrictions (See Face-to-Face Instruction) 

Level 5 – All Face-to-Face instruction (No Masks Required) 

Bismarck Public Schools COVID Team will determine risk levels in Bismarck and determine which Instructional 

Model is adopted.  This team will meet every two weeks or as needed to review community data, protocols, 

and Instructional Models. 

The following criteria and assumptions will be used by the committee to determine which Instructional Model 

should be adopted. 

 1.      BPS will isolate closures in the following manner:  

●    First to Individuals (building administrator decision) 
  
● Then to classrooms (building administrator decision/assistant superintendent) 

  
● Followed by grade levels or teams (building administrator/assistant superintendent) 

  
● Then to buildings or clusters of buildings (assistant 

superintendent/superintendent) 
  
● Finally to the district (superintendent) 
 

2.      Review State Color Coded Level 

3.      Review Burleigh County Death Rate 

4.      Review Burleigh County Hospitalization Rate 

5.      Review Burleigh County Positivity Rate 
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6.      Review Social Distancing Ability 

7.      Review Staff Leave Rate 

8.      Review Substitute Availability Rate 

9.      Review of Current BPS Status 

Instructional Levels of BPS Schools: 

1. The BPS Board has final say in the adoption of all aspects of the BPS Restart Plan. 

2. Moving the entire District (all BPS schools) to any level will require BPS Board action. 

3. State and Local Officials can override decisions regarding district opening. 

The BPS District COVID Team will create a process to publicly share data and the Instructional Model being 

used in each Bismarck Public Schools building.  The District COVID Team will make recommendations to the 

Superintendent as to the Instructional Models used for each BPS building. The Superintendent will make the 

final decision and ensure the BPS Board is informed of the individual status of BPS Building Instructional 

Models. 

The students enrolled and participating in the On-line Distance Learning Model will not be subject to the 

Instructional Models determined for BPS Schools. 

 

 

 

  

Table of Contents                                                                                                                                                         9 



 
 

 
 

 BPS Instructional Models 

 

There are two primary instructional models from which  families can choose:  

● Face-to-Face (a blended model with the goal of being at school in a face-to-face setting as often as 

circumstances allow).  Students in the Face-to-Face model may experience movement to and from the 

following modes of instruction depending on specific COVID-19 situations in classrooms, buildings and 

the district (as defined by Decision Making Guidance) 
● Distance Learning (a model where students are primarily based from their home environment). 

PreK-12 parents can transfer their child into the Distance Learning Model by calling 701-323-4101 to 

register between July 28-July 31 2020 (between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.). 
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 Face-to-Face (Blended Learning) Model: 

The face-to-face blended model  used by the district will be guided, in part, by the risk level of COVID-19 in the 

community (Blue, Green, Yellow, Orange, and Red).  This is a guide, as instructional modes could be altered 

based on factors including but not limited to occupancy levels, age of children, and abilities to establish high 

quality instruction. Students in the Face-to-Face model may experience movement to and from the following 

modes of instruction depending on specific COVID-19 situations in classrooms, buildings and the district (as 

defined in the Decision Making Guidance).  

When it is 
determined we 
are in…  

 
 
Students will primarily experience... 

Blue Green Face-to-Face Mode of Instruction  
Face-to-Face instruction is defined as having students in buildings with educators 
following protocols and procedures to address safety of all.  

Yellow Hybrid Mode of Instruction  
The Hybrid mode will consist of a combination of Face-to-Face and Distance 
Learning formats.  Operating in Hybrid mode will reduce the number of students in 
buildings but ensures some face-to-face instruction and interaction along with 
some distance learning.  The Hybrid mode will be consistent among Elementary 
Schools, consistent among Middle Schools, and consistent among High Schools. 
However it may vary among the divisions. 

Orange Red Online -Blended Mode of Instruction 
The Online - Blended mode will provide education online with consistency in the 
coursework at each grade level.  This model will be primarily off-campus and use 
resources to meet the varying needs students.  There may be some students on 
campus. 

The ability to “BLEND” these instructional modes for students is important as no one mode will meet 
the needs of all students.   

 
 

The color phases are outlined below from each major component of the student experience.  
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  Blue/Green Face-to-Face Mode of Instruction 

COVID-19 
Response Plan 

for 
Positive or Close 

Contact 

● Constant monitoring and communication between district staff, families and public health will occur regarding 
current cases. 

○ Any positive case MUST be reported to the school nurse/district nurse. 
● A designated space to quarantine sick students will be identified in all buildings. 

○ Students presenting symptoms will be required to wear a mask and will be quarantined until they are 
picked up. 

● Students and staff who are ill are not to be in the school building. 
● BPS will follow CDC and NDDoH guidance for positive cases and close contact quarantine/isolation procedures. 
● Personally identifiable information will be kept confidential. 
● Close contact is defined as within 6 ft of an individual for 15 minutes or more. 

Health and Safety 
Plan 

 
 

Hygiene & Cleaning 
● Hand hygiene will occur before and after meals, after recess, after gym, etc.  
● Encourage and reinforce good respiratory hygiene (sneeze/cough into elbow). 
● Hand sanitizer will be available in high touch areas. 
● Students and staff who are not feeling well must stay home. 
● A normal daily cleaning schedule will be followed. 
● An increased frequency of cleaning and disinfecting will occur on high-touch surfaces. 
● Classrooms will have the proper disinfectant to clean surfaces throughout the day.  
● Custodial schedules may be adjusted to ensure proper disinfection and sanitation takes place during and after 

school hours. 
● BPS will limit sharing of materials among students (personal supplies will be designated for individual student 

use only). 
 
Physical Distancing 
● BPS will maximize space between students as much as possible.  
● Masks are required when 6 foot social distances are not possible. Although masks are required, BPS will 

continue to work with Bismarck Burleigh Public Health to determine appropriate protocols for our various 
settings.  

● Enhanced health/safety measures around procedures including but not limited to: 
○ arrival/dismissal 
○ lunch procedures  
○ building movement and proximity 

Additional Precautions 
● Outside visitors will be limited. 

Communication 

● District level communication will be sent to parents on a weekly basis then posted on the 
district website under the Fall Reentry Information. 

● The Blended Learning Portal (on the website)  is the main access point for families, students, and staff 
to access learning plan information.  

● Families and students will receive additional communication directly from assigned buildings, teachers and 
staff.  

Training Safety Training for Students and Staff 
● Safety and health protocol trainings will occur the first weeks of school and continue throughout the course of 
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the year as evaluated and needed. Topics include but are not limited to: 
○ Handwashing 
○ Respiratory Etiquette  
○ When to stay home 
○ Proper mask use 
○ Hand sanitizer use 

 
Reentry Preparation 
● Staff will engage in extensive preparation and training during August 26, 27, and 28 in order to prepare for 

students reentry August 31st, 2020. This includes but isn’t limited to: 
○ District-wide policy and procedures 
○ Building-specific protocol planning & practicing (schedules, arrival/dismissal, hygiene, etc.) 
○ Collaborative lesson design and preparation 
○ Digital tool training 

School Meals 

● Students will be offered meals through regular meal service. 
● BPS may offer curbside to-go meals to be purchased by BPS enrolled students following federal regulations.  
● BPS will utilize cafeteria space while following social distance guidelines.  
● Some classes may eat in alternative spaces, such as classrooms, outdoors, etc. 
● All staff will wear masks. 
● BPS will modify lunch schedules as needed. 
● BPS will modify/simplify the menu while still meeting federal guidelines. 
● Student keypads will not be used to enter lunch numbers. 
● Food items will be offered in containers or will be served by Child Nutrition staff.  
● No self-serve salad bars or share tables will be used based on guidance from the NDDoH.  
● Child Nutrition staff will follow all HACCP protocols to ensure food safety standards are met. 

Transportation 

● A normal daily cleaning schedule will be followed.  
● High touch point areas will be disinfected after every route. 
● Cleaning and disinfecting will occur after every route or bus repair. 
● Hand sanitizer will be provided at the main door and wheelchair lift. 
● Masks are required for all bus drivers, monitors, mechanics, and students. 

Instructional Plan 

All Instruction: 

● Buildings will work collaboratively to address the unique needs of their buildings. 
● As much as possible, instruction will resemble a typical school day  

Elementary: 
● Classroom teachers will lead instruction. 
● Teachers will follow a uniform district scope/sequence pacing guide on-site. 
● Student-assigned computers will be allowed to go home daily. 
 

Middle Schools: 
● Modified schedules may be used to allow for staggered transition to classrooms, lunch, dismissal, etc. 
● Teachers may move and students stay with their cohort groups to reduce traffic. 
● Schools may eliminate locker use. 
● Students will take their computers home each day. 
● Teachers will follow a uniform district scope/sequence pacing guide on-site. 
● BPS may modify elective and large classes. 
● Building hours may be restricted. 

 
High Schools: 
● Modified schedules may be used to allow for staggered transition to classrooms, lunch, dismissal etc. 
● Accommodations for large class sections will be addressed (i.e. fine arts class in excess of 45 students in a 

section). 
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● Teachers will follow a uniform district scope/sequence pacing guide on-site. 
● BPS may modify elective and large classes. 
● Building hours may be restricted. 

 
Grading and Attendance: 
● Students attend school on-site 5 days a week. Students have a normal schedule. 
● Attendance will be captured based on the engagement in and completion of in-person and blended online 

learning activities. 
● Grading will be based on a student’s performance as related to Standards. 
● Test Exemption previously based on in-person attendance has been eliminated. 
 
Special Education: 
Please review our Best Practices Across Stages of School Closure 
● Service delivery will include direct teaching from specialists. 
● Contingency Plans (all IEPs) will be collaboratively developed based on all of the data available to teams, and 

ensure that services are provided within the safety guidelines for the district and building, as well as contractual 
obligations for providers.  

● Pull out and itinerant services will be provided following protocols for cleaning and social distancing.  
● All options for a student’s least restrictive environment can be considered by teams. 
● Data will be gathered according to a student’s IEP or Contingency Plan. 
● Special Education parent meetings will continue with face-to-face meetings or virtual meetings depending on 

safety protocols for the building in which they are held. 
● Determination of Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) will continue with current practices. 
● Initial eligibility evaluations and three year reevaluations will continue to follow current evaluation procedure. 
 
Social Emotional Supports 
● Social Emotional Curriculum, Second Step & Resilience for Youth, will be taught virtually using the online 

resources developed in the LearnBPS environment.  
● All staff will focus on Relationship Building and making connections with students and families. 
● School-wide rules and expectations will be a primary focus throughout the reentry process. 
● Self-Regulation routines and coping skills will be reviewed and opportunities for re-teaching will be provided for 

all students. 
● Instruction will occur for social distancing interactions and social skills. 
● Classroom calming spaces will be provided following social distancing and cleaning protocols and procedures. 
● Classroom and Self-Regulation tools options will include individual student tools, rotation of tools following 

cleaning protocols, and virtual classroom calming spaces.  
● Morning meetings and advisory time will have a focus of community building.. 
● BPS will promote relationship building  by having every student connected with a trusted adult. 
● BPS will enhance partnerships with community agencies to promote social media safety. 
● BPS will provide social emotional training opportunities for parents, guardians and families. 
● Instruction will cover safety procedures and normalizing protective wear. 

 
504 Policy and Procedures 
● The requirements of Section 504 will be followed to ensure all students have equal access to study and learn in 

an environment free from discrimination. 
● Current Child Find Processes will continue to be followed. 
● Contingency plans may be created collaboratively to plan for potential Hybrid and Blended Learning. 

 

Activities 
● Activities would proceed as normal but will follow guidelines from the CDC, NDDoH, NDHSAA, NFHS, and DPI.  
● BPS Activities plan - Link 
● Visit the Return to Competition:  https://bit.ly/NDHSAA-RTC  
● Visit: Sport Specific Rule Modifications:  https://bit.ly/NDHSAA-Sport-Guidelines  

Early Childhood 
Community 

● Direct Head Start, ECSE, and Community Friend services will be provided.  
● Drop off/pick up will be conducted at building entrances.  
● Teacher/staff dish up plates & students bring their own individual snacks. 
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Friends, Early 
Childhood Special 

Education, & 
Head Start  

● Stagger playground & gym times. 
● Individual student supply boxes. 
● No tooth brushing. 
● Class size based on guidance. 
● Paraprofessionals (aides) will continue to support students in the classroom following safety protocols. 
● Data will be gathered according to ECSE student’s IEP or Contingency Plan. 
● Parent meetings will continue with face-to-face meetings or virtual meetings depending on safety protocols for 

the building in which they are held. 
● Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) determination will continue with current practices. 
● Initial eligibility evaluations and three year reevaluations will continue to follow current evaluation procedure. 
●  Contingency Plans (all IEPs) will be collaboratively developed based on all of the data available to teams, and 

ensure that services are provided within the safety guidelines for the district and building, as well as 
contractual obligations for providers.  

Home Visiting 
 

Early Head Start, 

Early Intervention 

& Right Track 

 

● Virtual, telephone, or in person visit options will be available (Contingent upon DHS Appendix K approval for EI).  
● Utilize tools & manipulatives within the home when possible. 
● Program owned tools & manipulatives used during home visits must be cleaned between visits (follow CDC 

guidance). 
● Staff ask pre-visit questions on the home visit checklist guidance.  

 

  Yellow Hybrid Mode of Instruction 

COVID-19 
Response Plan 

for 
Positive or Close 

Contact 

● Constant monitoring and communication between district staff, families and public health will occur regarding 
current cases. 

○ Any positive case MUST be reported to the school nurse/district nurse. 
● A designated space to quarantine sick students will be identified in all buildings. 

○ Students presenting symptoms will be required to wear a mask and will be quarantined until they are 
picked up. 

● Students and staff who are ill are not to be in the school building. 
● BPS will follow CDC and NDDoH guidance for positive cases and close contact quarantine/isolation procedures. 
● Personally identifiable information will be kept confidential. 
● Close contact is defined as within 6 ft of an individual for 15 minutes or more. 

Health and 
Safety Plan 

 
 

Hygiene & Cleaning  
● Hand hygiene will occur before and after meals, after recess, after gym, etc.  
● Encourage and reinforce good respiratory hygiene (sneeze/cough into elbow). 
● Hand sanitizer will be available in high touch areas. 
● Students and staff who are not feeling well must stay home until Covid-19 is ruled out.. 
● A normal daily cleaning schedule will be followed. 
● An increased frequency of cleaning and disinfecting will occur on high-touch surfaces. 
● Classrooms will have the proper disinfectant to clean surfaces throughout the day.  
● Custodial schedules may be adjusted to ensure proper disinfection and sanitation takes place during and after 

school hours. 
● BPS will limit sharing of materials among students (personal supplies will be designated for individual student 

use only). 
 
Physical Distancing 
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● Schools are at approximately 50% student capacity with modified-day rotation between face-to-face and 
distance learning. 

● Masks are required when 6 foot social distancing cannot be maintained. 
 

Additional Precautions 
● Outside visitors will be limited. 
● Limit the amount of items taken home and brought back to school everyday.  

Communication  

● District level communication will be sent to parents on a weekly basis then posted on the 
district website under the Fall Reentry Information.  

● The Blended Learning Portal (on the website)  is the main access point for families, students, and staff 
to access learning plan information.  
 

● Families and students will receive additional communication directly from assigned buildings, teachers and 
staff.  

Training 

Safety Training for Students and Staff 
● Safety and health protocol training will occur the first weeks of school and continue throughout the course of 

the year as evaluated and needed. Topics include but are not limited to: 
○ Handwashing 
○ Respiratory Etiquette  
○ When to stay home 
○ Proper mask use 
○ Hand sanitizer use 

 
Reentry Preparation 
● Staff will engage in extensive preparation and training during August 26, 27, and 28 in order to prepare for 

students reentry August 31st, 2020. This includes but isn’t limited to: 
○ District-wide policy and procedures 
○ Building-specific protocol planning & practicing (schedules, arrival/dismissal, hygiene, etc.) 
○ Collaborative lesson design and preparation 
○ Digital tool training 

School Meals 

SAME AS GREEN/BLUE: 
● Students will be offered meals through regular meal service. 
● BPS may offer curbside to-go meals to be purchased by BPS enrolled students following federal regulations.  
● BPS will utilize cafeteria space while following social distance guidelines.  
● Some classes may eat in alternative spaces, such as classrooms, outdoors, etc. 
● All staff will wear masks. 
● BPS will modify lunch schedules as needed. 
● BPS will modify/simplify the menu while still meeting federal guidelines. 
● Student keypads will not be used to enter lunch numbers. 
● Food items will be offered in containers or will be served by Child Nutrition staff.  
● No self-serve salad bars or share tables will be used based on guidance from the NDDoH.  
● Child Nutrition staff will follow all HACCP protocols to ensure food safety standards are met. 

 
PLUS:   
● Continue to modify menus that meet federal guidelines. 
● Curbside to- go meals will be available to purchase for  enrolled BPS students who are distance learning. 

Transportation SAME AS BLUE/GREEN:  
● A normal daily cleaning schedule will be followed.  
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● High touch point areas will be disinfected after every route. 
● Cleaning and disinfecting will occur after every route or bus repair. 
● Hand sanitizer will be provided at the main door and wheelchair lift. 

 
PLUS:  
● Increased disinfecting of surfaces throughout the day.  
● Limited bus capacity will be put in place. 
● Masks are required for all bus drivers, monitors, mechanics, and students. 

Instructional 
Plan 

All Instruction: 

● Schools are at approximately 50% student capacity with modified-day rotation between face-to-face and 
distance learning (e.g. approximately 2 days in person and 2-3 days distance learning). 

● Students will be grouped by their last name.  Elementary, Middle, and High schools may have different 
schedules. 

● Electives and non-core may be modified. 
● Computers will go home, then return on face-to-face learning days. 

 
Elementary: 
● Classroom teacher leads face-to-face instruction and front-loads online activities with students for the off-site 

days. 
● Direct teaching with priority on Reading, ELA, Math, and SEL occur during face-to-face instruction. 
● Teachers will follow a uniform district scope/sequence pacing guide on-site and online. 
● Teachers at the building level plan collaborative lessons using the district pacing guides at least two weeks in 

advance to be online and face-to face compatible. 
● Computers go home and return daily. 
● Teachers and students will use Google Classroom environments for online instruction, assignments, and 

resources.  
● Online activities will consist of teachers providing frequent live and recorded direct-instruction via Google Meet 

and other platforms to aid in learning new and reinforcing existing learning. 
● Teachers engage in virtual sessions, check-ins, student feedback/grading, planning, and extra support on Friday 

distance-learning days.  
● Virtual parent meetings will be held via Microsoft Teams or Google Meet. 
 

Middle Schools: 
● Google Classroom and LearnBPS  will be the primary platforms for online learning activities. 
● Computers go home and return daily. 
● Teachers will follow a uniform district scope/sequence pacing guide on-site and online. 
● Teachers will work collaboratively in PLCs to develop high engagement lessons using the district pacing guides 

at least two weeks in advance to be online and face-to face compatible. 
● Online activities will consist of teachers providing frequent live and recorded direct-instruction via Google Meet 

and other platforms to aid in learning new and reinforcing existing learning. 
● BPS may modify elective and large classes. 
● Building hours may be restricted. 

 
High Schools: 
● Teachers will work collaboratively in PLCs to develop high engagement lessons using the district pacing guides 

at least two weeks in advance to be online and face-to face compatible. 
● Teachers will follow a uniform quarterly scope/sequence pacing guide on-site and online. 
● Labs will occur on school sites with a sign up process. 
● Google Classroom and LearnBPS will be the primary platforms for online learning activities. 
● Online activities will consist of teachers providing frequent live and recorded direct-instruction via Google Meet 

and other platforms to aid in learning new and reinforcing existing learning. 
● BPS may modify elective and large classes. 
● Building hours may be restricted. 

 
Grading and Attendance: 
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● Attendance will be captured based on the engagement in and completion of in-person (approx. 2 days a week) 
and blended online learning activities (approx. 3 days a week). 

● Grading will be based on a student’s performance as related to Standards. 
● Test Exemption previously based on in-person attendance has been eliminated. 

 
Special Education: 
Please review our Best Practices Across Stages of School Closure 
● All safety precautions from the Blue/Green phase plus: 
● Direct teaching from specialists may occur after the core instruction. 
● Teams will determine the most appropriate method (virtual, in person, etc), time, and location of service 

delivery, assessment, meeting, and evaluations through the development of a contingency plan.  
● Teams will review adaptations to determine if additional adaptations are necessary for blended learning times. 

Changes to adaptations will be reflected in Contingency Plans. 
● Services will be provided individually or with planning of groups to minimize contact with others to the greatest 

extent possible within building protocols. 
● Service providers may vary to accommodate different learning formats. 

 
Social Emotional Supports: 
● Social Emotional Curriculum, Second Step & Resilience for Youth, will be taught virtually using the online 

resources developed in the LearnBPS environment.  
● A continuum of Social Emotional Supports will be provided to all students. 
● In person services, as identified by building teams, will be delivered using building safety protocols. 
● Students will be provided opportunities for virtual social interaction activities such as morning meetings and 

community building. 
● Staff will collaborate with the community to support family needs. 
● Staff will coordinate scheduling to allow for therapeutic services to continue via Tele-Health. 
● Staff will provide effective communication with parents and agencies. 
● Staff will assess social emotional learning to identify students needing re-teaching opportunities. 

 
504 Policy and Procedures 
● All supports from the blue green phase plus the following. 
● Child Find process and procedures will be followed  
● 504 Case-Manager/Coordinator will assist teachers in implementing the contingency learning plans appropriate 

for  the hybrid phase. 
● Contingency plans can be revised as needed based on student performance and current needs. 

Activities 

● Activities would proceed as normal but will follow guidelines from the CDC, NDDoH, NDHSAA, NFHS, and DPI.  
● BPS Activities plan - Link 
● Visit the Return to Competition:  https://bit.ly/NDHSAA-RTC  
● Visit: Sport Specific Rule Modifications:  https://bit.ly/NDHSAA-Sport-Guidelines  
● Attendance at activities will be limited. 
● Static practice groups will be scheduled. 
● Locker room access will be limited.  
● Increased frequency of cleaning of equipment and facilities will take place. 
● Out-of-town travel will be limited.  

Early Childhood 
Community 

Friends, Early 
Childhood 

Special 
Education, & 

Head Start  

SAME AS BLUE/GREEN 
● Direct Head Start, ECSE, and Community Friend services will be provided.  
● Drop off/pick up conducted at building entrances.  Limit visitor access to the school. 
● Teacher/staff dish up plates & students bring their own individual snacks.  
● Stagger playground & gym times. 
● Individual student supply boxes. 
● No tooth brushing. 
● Class size based on guidance. 
● Parent meetings will continue with face-to-face meetings or virtual meetings depending on safety protocols for 

the building in which they are held. 
● Initial eligibility evaluations and three year reevaluations will continue to follow current evaluation procedure 
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with encouragement for students to come on-site with safety protocols in place. If a family chooses to end the 
evaluation process the discussion will be documented and next steps will be determined.  

● Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) determination will continue with current practices.  

Home Visiting 
 

Early Head Start, 

Early 

Intervention & 

Right Track 

 

SAME AS BLUE/GREEN: 
● Virtual, telephone, or in person visit options will be available (Contingent upon DHS Appendix K approval for EI). 
● Utilize tools & manipulatives within the home when possible. 
● Program owned tools & manipulatives used during home visits must be cleaned between visits (follow CDC 

guidance). 
● Staff ask pre-visit questions on the home visit checklist guidance. 

 

  Orange / Red Online - Blended Mode of 
Instruction 

Health and 
Safety Plan 

SAME AS BLUE/GREEN: 
Hygiene & Cleaning 
● Hand hygiene will occur before and after meals, after recess, after gym, etc.  
● Encourage and reinforce good respiratory hygiene (sneeze/cough into elbow). 
● Hand sanitizer will be available in high touch areas. 
● Students and staff who are not feeling well must stay home. 
● A normal daily cleaning schedule will be followed. 
● An increased frequency of cleaning and disinfecting will occur on high-touch surfaces. 
● Classrooms will have the proper disinfectant to clean surfaces throughout the day.  
● Custodial schedules may be adjusted to ensure proper disinfection and sanitation takes place during and 

after school hours. 
● BPS will limit sharing of materials among students (personal supplies will be designated for individual student 

use only). 
 
Physical Distancing 
● BPS will maximize space between students as much as possible.  
● Masks are required when 6 foot distancing is not possible. 

 
Additional Precautions 
● Outside visitors will be limited. 

 
PLUS: 
● Follow CDC/NDDoH guidelines. 
● Enhanced cleaning and disinfection after notification of a confirmed case of COVID-19. 
● Ensure families have  medications/supplies at home for unexpected closings. 

Communication ● District level communication will be sent to parents on a weekly basis then posted on the 
district website under the Fall Reentry Information.  
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● The Blended Learning Portal (on the website)  is the main access point for families, students, and 
staff to access learning plan information.  
 

● Families and students will receive additional communication directly from assigned buildings, teachers and 
staff.  

School Meals 
● Modified menus will be in place.  
● Curb-side to go meals will be available for purchase to all enrolled BPS students following all federal 

guidelines. 

Special 
Education 
Transportation 

● A normal daily cleaning schedule will be followed.  
● High touch point areas will be disinfected after every route. 
● Cleaning and disinfecting will occur after every route or bus repair. 
● Hand sanitizer will be provided at the main door and wheelchair lift. 
● Increased disinfecting of surfaces throughout the day.  
● No General Education transportation 
● Special education transportation will be available for those students who are eligible and for whom 

transportation is outlined on the IEP or contingency plan.  
● Masks are required for all bus drivers, monitors, mechanics, and students. 

Instructional 
Plan 

Instruction at all Levels: 
● Students will receive standards-based instruction that is comprehensive, rigorous, and differentiated. 
● Instruction will include both regularly scheduled live meetings and self-paced activities. 
● Additional Elementary, Middle, High School, & Special Ed Supports: An evening support model for parents 

and students is being researched.  A district-wide “help line” is being researched. 

Grading and Attendance: 
● Attendance will be captured based on the engagement in and completion of in-person and blended 

online learning activities. 
● Grading will be based on a student’s performance as related to Standards. 
● Test Exemption previously based on in-person attendance has been eliminated. 

 
Elementary: 
● Instruction will be synchronous (live) and asynchronous (self-paced). 
● Students will engage in grade-level learning boards with three levels of differentiation depending on their 

needs.  
● Weekly tasks and activities will appear on grade-specific, uniform learning boards and can be accessed using 

a student’s BPS email account through the BPS Webpage. 
● Learning board design is completed by a designated team. 
● Connections with students is a high priority and instruction is delivered by classroom teachers following 

common pacing.  
● “Morning meetings” are required and will occur with classroom teachers to stay connected. 
● Teachers will continue to follow a uniform scope/sequence (pacing/curriculum guide). 
● Teachers will provide frequent live and recorded direct-instruction via Google Meet and other platforms to 

aid in learning new and reinforcing existing learning. 
● Teachers and students will use Google Classroom environments for online instruction, assignments, and 

resources.  
● Virtual parent meetings will be held via Microsoft Teams or Google Meet. 

 
Middle Schools: 
● Instruction will be synchronous (live) and asynchronous (self-paced). 
● A student’s courses and/or course load may be modified.  
● Students will have required homebase/advisory meetings that will focus on SEL and staying connected with 

students. 

Table of Contents                                                                                                                                                         20 



 
 

 
 

● Google Classroom and LearnBPS will be the primary platforms for online learning activities.  
● Teachers provide frequent live and recorded direct-instruction via Google Meet and other platforms to aid in 

learning new and reinforcing existing learning. 
● Teachers will continue to follow a uniform quarterly scope/sequence (pacing/curriculum guide). 

 
High Schools: 
● Instruction will be synchronous (live) and asynchronous (self-paced). 
● A student’s courses and/or course load may be modified. 
● Bi-weekly(at a minimum) check- ins with advisors to aid in attendance tracking and student connections. 
● Teachers will work in PLCs to develop high engagement lessons playing on teacher strengths. 
● Teachers provide frequent live and recorded direct-instruction via Google Meet and other platforms to aid in 

learning new and reinforcing existing learning. 
● Teachers will continue to follow a uniform quarterly scope/sequence (pacing/curriculum guide). 

 
Special Education: 
Please review our Best Practices Across Stages of School Closure 
● Direct teaching will be conducted in person or synchronously (live) through a virtual format. 
● Teams will determine the most appropriate method (virtual, in person, etc), time, and location of service 

delivery through the development of a contingency plan. These plans will include considerations for 
scheduling service from multiple providers to facilitate manageable schedules for families. 

● Teams will review adaptations to determine if additional adaptations are necessary for blended learning 
times. Changes to adaptations will be reflected in Contingency Plans. 

● In person services, as identified in a student’s contingency plan, will be delivered using building safety 
protocols. 

● Services will be provided individually or with planning of groups to minimize contact with others to the 
greatest extent possible within building protocols. 

● Service providers may vary to accommodate different learning formats. 
● Special Education parent meetings will continue with face-to-face meetings or virtual meetings depending on 

safety protocols for the building in which they are held. 
● Initial eligibility evaluations and three-year reevaluations will continue to follow current evaluation procedure 

with encouragement for students to come on-site with safety protocols in place. If a family chooses to end the 
evaluation process the discussion will be documented and next steps will be determined. 

● Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) determination will continue with current practices. 
● Materials will remain in the home environment and not brought to any onsite sessions. 
● Onsite, face-to-face instruction will be followed by the BPS cleaning process.  

 
Social Emotional Supports: 
● Social Emotional Curriculum, Second Step & Resilience for Youth, will be taught virtually using the online 

resources developed in the LearnBPS environment.  
● A continuum of Social Emotional Supports will be provided to all students. 
● In person services, as identified by building teams, will be delivered using building safety protocols. 
● Students will be provided opportunities for virtual social interaction activities such as morning meetings and 

community building. 
● Staff will collaborate with the community to support family needs. 
● Staff will coordinate scheduling to allow for therapeutic services to continue via Tele-Health. 
● Staff will provide effective communication with parents and agencies. 
● Staff will assess social emotional learning to identify students needing re-teaching opportunities. 
504 Policy and Procedures: 
 
● All supports from the blue/green and yellow phases plus 
● Students may be able to access the on-site educational environment to access specific accommodations. 
 
Additional Elementary, Middle, High School, & Special Ed Supports: 

● An evening support model for parents and students is being researched. 
● A district-wide “help line” is being researched. 

Table of Contents                                                                                                                                                         21 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YpAIo-DBq0g-elYXL0oWmXhMNPaEyfx8x54UV88hq7U/edit#heading=h.oy8nzyoc4rhp


 
 

 
 

Activities 

● BPS will follow guidelines from the CDC, NDDoH, NDHSAA, NFHS, and DPI.  
● BPS Activities plan - Link 
● Visit the Return to Competition:  https://bit.ly/NDHSAA-RT  
● Visit: Sport Specific Rule Modifications:  https://bit.ly/NDHSAA-Sport-Guidelines  
● No practices, captains’ practices, competitions, performances, or games.  
● Coaches may provide daily/weekly online workouts. 

Early Childhood 
Community 

Friends, Early 
Childhood 

Special 
Education, & 

Head Start  
 

● Direct teaching will be conducted in person or synchronously through a virtual format.  

● ECSE teams will determine the most appropriate method (virtual, in person, etc), time, and location of service 
delivery through the development of a contingency plan. These plans will include considerations for 
scheduling service from multiple providers to facilitate manageable schedules for families.  

● ECSE teams will review adaptations to determine if additional adaptations are necessary for blended learning 
times. Changes to adaptations will be reflected in Contingency Plans. 

● Drop off/pick up conducted at building entrances.  Limit visitor access to the school. 
● Teacher/staff dish up plates & students bring their own individual snacks. 
● Stagger playground & gym times. 
● Individual student supply boxes. 
● No tooth brushing. 
● Class size based on guidance. 
● Team meetings will take place online. 
● ECSE service providers may vary to accommodate different learning formats. 
● In person services, as identified in an ECSE student’s contingency plan, will be delivered using building safety 

protocols. 
● Parent meetings will continue with face-to-face meetings or virtual meetings depending on the safety 

protocols for the building in which they are held. 
● Initial eligibility evaluations and three-year reevaluations will continue to follow current evaluation procedure 

with encouragement for students to come on-site with safety protocols in place. If a family chooses to end 
the evaluation process, the discussion will be documented and next steps will be determined. 

● Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) determination will continue with current practices. 
● Materials will remain in the home environment until safe to return to school. 
● Face-to-face instruction will follow the BPS cleaning process. 

Home Visiting 
 

Early Head 
Start, Early 

Intervention,  & 
Right Track 

 

SAME AS BLUE/GREEN & YELLOW: 
● Virtual, telephone, or in person visit options will be available (Contingent upon DHS Appendix K approval for 

EI). 
● Utilize tools & manipulatives within the home when possible. 
● Program owned tools & manipulatives used during home visits must be cleaned between visits (follow CDC 

guidance). 
● Staff ask pre-visit questions on the home visit checklist guidance. 
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 Distance Learning (Parent Opt-In) Model 
 
 BPS will offer a PreK-12 Year-Long, Full-Time Distance Learning Model for those parents interested. This will 

be comprehensive and rigorous. PreK-12 parents can transfer their child into the Distance Learning Model 

by calling 701-323-4101 to register between July 28 - July 31 (between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.). If you do NOT 

call to register in distance learning your child(ren) will be enrolled in the face-to face learning option. 

Students must remain in the model for 9 weeks or until the end of a grading period. Not all electives will be 

available 9-12 in this model in the BPS Distance Learning Model. 

 

 PreK-12 students can transfer in and out of Distance Learning at the end of every grading period (9 weeks) 

provided you have given a two week notice. 

  

 This model will have specific protocols and procedures for staff and students, which will be reevaluated each 

9 weeks. 

 

Parent Expectations: 

● Provide internet access for your child to access the distance learning platform. 

● Provide a quiet study space for your child. 

● Ensure your child engages daily in online learning activities. 

● Parents should be aware that a limited number of courses may be available for their child 

 

Student Expectations: 

● Attendance will be taken, expectations for distance learning will be SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASED from 

what occurred in the spring of 2020. 

● Students must be aware they will be assessed and graded consistently with face-to-face instruction. 

● Daily participation and engagement in all courses will be expected. 

 

School Expectations: 

● Attendance will be taken 

● Provide high quality instruction in a distance format along with consistent protocols for all staff. 

● Expectations and learning outcomes will be consistent with face-to-face instruction and grading. 
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  Distance Learning Model (Parent Opt-In) 

Health and 
Safety Plan 

● While this is a completely distance learning model families are asked to follow the Health and Safety 
Precautions as they apply and for illness or contact reporting.  

Communication 

● District level communication will be sent to parents on a weekly basis then posted on the 
district website under the Fall Reentry Information.  

● The Blended Learning Portal (on the website)  is the main access point for families, students, and 
staff to access learning plan information.  
 

● Families enrolled in Distance Learning will receive additional communication directly from assigned teachers 
and staff.  

School Meals ●  In Progress -  waiting for response from state. 

Special 
Education 
Transportation 

● Normal daily cleaning schedule. 
● Disinfect high touch point areas after every route. 
● Provide hand sanitizer at main door and wheelchair lift. 
● Cleaning and disinfecting after every route or repair. 
● Disinfect surfaces throughout the day.  
● Limited bus capacity. 
● Bus drivers and monitors wear masks. 
● Special education transportation will be determined through the eligibility process and outlined on the 

contingency plan. 

Instructional 
Plan 

Instruction at all levels 
● Student’s will receive standards-based instruction that is comprehensive, rigorous, and differentiated. 
● PreK-12 parents can transfer their child into the Distance Learning Model prior to the beginning of the year.  
● Students must remain in the model for 9 weeks or the end of a grading period. 
● PreK-12 students can transfer in and out of Distance Learning at the end of every grading period (9 weeks). 
● Students in grades 9-12 will NOT have access to all electives when participating in the BPS Distance Learning 

Model. 
● This model will have specific protocols and procedures for staff and students. 
● The Distance Learning Model will be reevaluated each 9 weeks to make necessary changes or 

improvements.  
 

Grading and Attendance: 
● Attendance will be captured based on the engagement in and completion of online learning activities. 
● Grading will be based on a student’s performance as related to Standards. 
● Test Exemption previously based on in-person attendance has been eliminated. 
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Elementary: 
● Students will engage in grade-level learning boards with three levels of differentiation depending on their 

needs, with 3-4 hours of online work a day..  
● Classroom teachers will make direct (virtual) connections with students to provide instruction.  
● Teachers will use the learning board design (established by the district design team) for pacing  and 

instruction. 
● Teachers will follow a tight scope/sequence (pacing/curriculum guide) by the quarter. 
● Teachers and students will use Google Classroom environments for online instruction, assignments, and 

resources.  (In addition, students in grades 3-5 will use LearnBPS to access Social Emotional Learning 
Supports).  

● Student attendance at “morning meetings” will be required by classroom teachers in order to stay 
connected with the teacher and classmates. 

● Virtual parent meetings will be held via Microsoft Teams or Google Meet. 
 
Middle Schools: 

● Instruction will be synchronous (face-to-face via video conferencing) and asynchronous. 
● Classroom teachers/advisors will have daily direct (virtual) connections to check on student progress.  
● Students will be required to attend virtual homebase meetings that will focus on student well-being (SEL) 

and staying connected with students. 
● Teachers and students will use Google Classroom or LearnBPS for online instruction, assignments, and 

resources.  
● Staff will provide personalized task boxes for students who need modified curriculum.  
● Teachers will provide frequent live and recorded direct-instruction via Google Meet or recordings posted to 

the online learning environment.  
 
High Schools: 

● Instruction will be synchronous (face-to-face via video conferencing) and asynchronous. 
● Classroom teachers/advisors will have daily direct (virtual) connections to check on student progress. 
● Students will be required to attend virtual homebase meetings that will focus on student well-being (SEL) 

and staying connected with students. 
● Teachers and students will use Google Classroom or LearnBPS for online instruction, assignments, and 

resources.  
● Staff will provide personalized task boxes for students who need modified curriculum.  
● Teachers will provide frequent live and recorded direct-instruction via Google Meet or recordings posted to 

the online learning environment.  
 
Special Education: 
Please review our Best Practices Across Stages of School Closure 

● Families electing to  enroll their students in the Distance Learning Model will have a contingency plan 
developed in conjunction with service providers identifying how services will be provided. 

● Direct teaching will be conducted in person or synchronously through a virtual format. 
● Teams will determine the most appropriate method (virtual, in person, etc), time, and location of service 

delivery through the development of a contingency plan. These plans will include considerations for 
scheduling service from multiple providers to facilitate manageable schedules for families. 

● In person services, as identified in a student’s contingency plan, will be delivered using building safety 
protocols. 

● Services will be provided individually or with planning of groups to minimize contact with others to the 
greatest extent possible within building protocols. 

● Service providers may vary to accommodate different learning formats. 
● Special Education parent meetings will continue with face-to-face meetings or virtual meetings depending 

on safety protocols for the building in which they are held. 
● Initial eligibility evaluations and three-year reevaluations will continue to follow current evaluation 

procedure with encouragement for students to come on-site with safety protocols in place. If a family 
chooses to end the evaluation process the discussion will be documented and next steps will be 
determined. 

● Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) determination will continue with current practices (IEP 
development or revisions). 
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● Materials will remain in the home environment and not brought to any on-site sessions.  
● Any face-to-face, on-site instruction will be followed by the BPS cleaning process.  

 
Social Emotional Supports 

● Social Emotional Curriculum, Second Step & Resilience for Youth, will be taught virtually using the online 
resources developed in the LearnBPS environment.  

● A continuum of Social Emotional Supports will be provided. 
● In-person services, as identified by building teams, will be delivered using building safety protocols, or 

through virtual synchronous or asynchronous sessions. 
● Students will be provided opportunities for virtual social interaction activities such as morning meetings and 

community building. 
● Staff will collaborate with the community to support family needs. 
● Staff will coordinate scheduling to allow for therapeutic services to continue via Tele-Health. 
● Staff will provide effective communication with parents and agencies. 
● Staff will assess social emotional learning to identify students needing re-teaching opportunities. 

 
504 Policy and Procedures 

● USDOE guidance will be followed and 504 Case-Manager/Coordinator will review plans and provide 
appropriate and necessary accommodations for students to access the provided learning opportunities. 

● Child Find process and procedures will be followed.  
● 504 Case-Manager/Coordinator will review all current plans and accomodations in place and communicate 

with teachers, parents, and Administration regarding a review process. 

● Case-Manager/Coordinator will collaborate with parents/guardians to develop a contingency learning plan 

for the student to potentially move to hybrid or face-to-face learning. 

● Case-Manager/Coordinator will work with administration, classroom teachers, and parents/guardians to 

support the accommodation process and ensure accommodations as per Section 504 plan are put in place.  

 

Additional Elementary, Middle, High School, & Special Ed Supports: 
● An evening support model for parents and students is being researched. 
● A district-wide “help line” is being researched. 

Activities 
● Students in the Distance Learning Model may fully participate in High School Activities per NDHSAA rules and 

guidelines. 
● Students/Families will be required to follow all Face-to-Face Model precautions and the  BPS Activities 

Guidelines. 

Early Childhood 
Early Childhood 

Special 
Education & 
Head Start  

 

● Head Start students will be provided online learning materials and have access to virtual meetings. 
● ECSE students will have a contingency plan developed in conjunction with service providers identifying how 

IEP services will be provided. 
● ECSE teams will determine the most appropriate method (virtual, in person, etc), time, and location of service 

delivery through the development of a contingency plan. These plans will include considerations for 
scheduling service from multiple providers to facilitate manageable schedules for families. 

● ECSE teams will review adaptations to determine if additional adaptations are necessary for blended learning 
times. Changes to adaptations will be reflected in the student’s individual Contingency Plan. 

● ECSE in person services, as identified in a student’s contingency plan, will be delivered using building safety 
protocols. 

● ECSE services will be provided individually or with planning of groups to minimize contact with others to the 
greatest extent possible within building protocols. 

● Service providers may vary to accommodate different learning formats. 
● Parent meetings will continue as face-to-face meetings or virtual meetings depending on the safety protocols 

for the building in which they are held. 
● Initial eligibility evaluations and three-year reevaluations will continue to follow current evaluation procedure 

with encouragement for students to come on-site with safety protocols in place. If a family chooses to end 
the evaluation process, the discussion will be documented and next steps will be determined. 

● Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) determination will continue with current practices. 
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● Materials will remain in the home environment until safe to return to school.  Face-to-face instruction will 
follow the BPS cleaning process.  

Home Visiting 
 

Early Head 
Start, Early 

Intervention,  & 
Right Track 

 

● Virtual, telephone, or in-person visit options will be available (Contingent upon DHS Appendix K approval for 
EI). 

● Masks and/or shields are required while conducting visits. 
● Tools & manipulatives found within the home will be utilized when possible. 
● Program owned tools & manipulatives used during home visits must be cleaned between visits (follow CDC 

guidance). 
● Staff will ask home visiting pre-visit questions on the home visit checklist guidance. 
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Assessment Compliance 

As per state requirements, BPS will assess student knowledge within the first 4 weeks of school in order to 

best match instruction to student learning needs. Here is the link to the most recent assessment plan to meet 

this requirement as well as continuing to meet the expectations put forth by our School Board. 

 

Health & Safety Protocols 

Keeping schools safe will require everyone.  In addition to BPS health and safety operating protocols 
defined within the Face-to-Face Model, the district also provides guidance for daily family health checks.  

Bismarck Public Schools in conjunction with Bismarck Burleigh Public Health requires the use of face masks 

when 6 foot social distancing cannot be maintained.  Although masks are required, BPS will continue to work 

with Bismarck Burleigh Public Health to determine appropriate protocols for our various settings.  

Health Checks: To accomplish our goal of reopening our schools and keeping them open, it will be important 

for students, staff, parents and patrons to do their part by following health guidance and monitoring their 

health. 

CDC Recommendation for K-12 Screenings 

In cooperation with local Public Health Officials, we ask as students and staff prepare for school each day, 
they ask themselves these questions: 

1. Since your last day in school, have you had any of these symptoms that are NOT attributable to another 
condition, like allergies, for example? Signs and Symptoms of Covid-19 
 

a. Fever or Chills (A fever is defined as a 
temperature of 100.4◦F) 

b. Cough 
c. Shortness of breath or difficulty 

breathing 
d. Fatigue 
e. Congestion or Runny Nose 

  

f. Nausea, Vomiting or Diarrhea 
g. Muscle or Body Aches 
h. Headache 
i. Sore throat 
j. New loss of taste or smell 
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If the answer is YES to any of these symptoms we ask that: 

■ You DO NOT send your child to school. 

■ Contact your healthcare provider for guidance to determine if testing for COVID-19 is 
recommended. 

 
2. Has your child been tested for COVID-19 due to symptoms or contact and the results are 

pending? If YES we ask that you DO NOT send your child to school UNTIL:  
● Your child’s test is negative…AND… 
● Your child has been fever-free x 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing medications and 

other symptoms have improved.  
 

3. Has your child tested positive for COVID-19 OR was directed by a healthcare provider to stay 
home? We ask that you DO NOT send your child to school UNTIL: 

● Your child has been isolated for at least 10 days from symptom onset and at least 3 days 
have passed since symptoms have improved…..OR….. 

● Your medical provider has determined a different illness than COVID-19 and cleared your 
child to return to school. 

 
4. Has your child had close contact (within 6 feet for more than 15 minutes) with someone testing 

positive for COVID-19?  We ask that: 
● You DO NOT send your child to school UNTIL your child has been isolated for 14 days 

and experiences no COVID-19 symptoms. 
● If symptoms DO present during the isolation period, follow instructions above for 

seeking medical guidance and possible testing for COVID-19. 
 

Responding to a Confirmed Case of COVID-19: An important part of limiting the spread of 
COVID-19 in our community is identifying those who may be sick, infected or who have been 
exposed, and requires all of us working together to keep the virus in check.  

 
● If your child has tested positive for COVID-19, we ask that: 

○ You do not send your child to school. 
○ Notify your school of the positive test. 
○ Follow guidance from your health provider regarding isolation and contact 

tracing. 
 

● In the event of a positive COVID-19 test, school personnel will alert the school nurse or 
school nurse coordinator. 

○ School nurse coordinator will contact local Health Officials and will assist Public 

Health with contact tracing and investigation. 

○ District will coordinate efforts to communicate to staff, students, and parents the 
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possible exposure to COVID-19 while maintaining confidentiality as required by the 

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) Health Insurance Portability and 

Accountability Act (HIPAA) and the Americans with Disability Act (ADA). 
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BPS Next Steps 
This BPS Restart School Plan for 2020-2021 will be opened up for comment to parents, teachers and staff 
starting July 27th, 2020.  
 
BPS anticipates that this plan (with any revisions) will go to the BPS School Board for consideration and 
approval on Thursday, July 30th, 2020. 

BPS administrators and directors will work with staff to outline how they will implement new health protocols in 
their schools, departments, and special programs.  

Training and staff development in new health protocols and instructional models is being designed and will be 
provided following the plan is approved by the BPS School Board. 

Keeping our schools open will take a community effort.  Despite taking every reasonable precaution, there is no 
guarantee that our school’s will be without risk as it relates to COVID-19.  Busses, buildings, and activities pose a 
unique set of challenges and it is impossible to guarantee a complete absence of threat of any virus.  

 

Resources 
ND Department of Public Instruction - 
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/parentscommunity/nddpi-updates-and-guidance-covid-19 

ND Department of Health - https://www.health.nd.gov/diseases-conditions/coronavirus 

Center for Disease Control and Prevention - https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html 

American Academy of Pediatrics- https://www.aappublications.org/news/2020/06/26/schoolreopening062620 
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